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According to a report by Credentialing Engine, more than 6700 different certifications 
are currently awarded to millions of workers. In all, more than 43 million Americans 
hold a professional certifications.

Certifications are attestations of the holder's ability to perform a set of skills relevant 
to a professional setting.

The US Department of Education’s
Training and Education Survey confirmed 
a strong correlation between certification
and higher earnings.

Understanding Certification and Certificate Programs



One of the hottest stackable credentials is in Financial
Literacy. Employers have stated that they not only
want a skill-based professional, but an
employer that wants to be
personally accountable.

Financial Literacy will give your students
the basic knowledge of:
Credit Scores, Saving Accounts,
Identity Theft and will make your
Students more marketable and an
asset to any employer.

Trending Today:
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Definition of a Certification Program:
*A process, often voluntary, by which
individuals who have demonstrated
the level of knowledge and skill
required in the profession,
occupation, role, or skill.*

Certifications are credential awarded
by a certification bodies – typically
non-profit organizations, professional
associations or industry/trade
organization.

The Difference between Certification and Certificate
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Definition of a Certificate Program:
*A training program on a topic for which participants receive a certificate after 
attendance and/or completion of the coursework. One who completes a professional 
certificate program is known as a certificate holder. A credential is usually NOT 
granted at the completion of a certificate program.

There are three types of certificate programs:
• Knowledge-based certificate
• Curriculum based certificate
• Certificate of attendance or participation.
*2005 ICE Guide.

Certificates are not time limited and do not need to be renewed.

The Difference between Certification and Certificate
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Enormous economic shifts predating and accelerated by the current worldwide 
pandemic caused by COVID-19, created a labor market in which the use of 
certifications and certificates has the potential to grow significantly for several years.

The Pandemic has brough new attention to the importance of healthcare workers in 
society. The demand for these front-line professionals won’t let up, even as the curve 
flatten. Instead, we are just at the start of a decade of enormous growth for the 
healthcare industry.

Employment in healthcare occupations is projected to grow 15% percent from 2019 to 
2029, much faster than the average for all occupations, adding about 2.4 million new 
jobs. Healthcare occupations are projected to add more jobs than any of the other 
occupational groups.

Why focus on Certification and Certificates?
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Considerable number of workers may
need to change to a different industry.
Industry and occupational hiring patterns
were already changing at a rapid pace
before the pandemic. Now it is likely that
the number of people employed in several
major industries will not recover to
pre-pandemic levels for many years, meaning
both long- term displacement for many laid off workers and fewer opportunities for 
individual looking for work in those industries.

Low-income workers, who are particularly hard hit by these changes can benefit from 
earning certification that provide evidence of acquired skills to a potential employer.

Why focus on Certification and Certificates?
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Certifications and Certificates are tuned to rapidly changing labor market's needs.
Because many certifications regularly update competency standards, based on job 
analyses, they are able to stay current in a highly dynamic labor market.

Skill Based Certification Jobs will dominate the Job Market

33% will come from a 4 year Degree
30% will come from Associates Degrees
37% of Job the Job Market will be made up of 
“Skill Based” Certification

Why focus on Certification and Certificates?
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Those who earn certification or certificates
fare better in the labor market.
Two recent studies by Gallup and the US Bureau of
Labor Statistics (BLS) find that someone who holds a
certification is:

• More likely to be employed
• Earn more money
• Believe they have a good job or career 

compared with someone who does not- at
every educational level.

BLS research concludes that a certification carries 
as much as a 33% wage premium over a 
high school diploma alone.

Why focus on Certification and Certificates?
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Certifications and Certificates 
offer employers a tool for 
skill-based hiring.

At a time when employers will have
many choices of job candidates they
will use certifications to demonstrate
transparency of competencies to
identifying qualified applicants.
Certification and certificates can 
provide a means for increasing the pool 
of qualified applicants and ensuring a 
good fit between candidates and 
available positions, as opposed to 
relying solely on degrees.

Why focus on Certification and Certificates?
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Students are able to earn short-term credentials with clear labor market value and 
build on them to access more advanced jobs and higher wages.
Stackable credentials offer an accelerated entrance to the job market!

VERTICAL
(CMAC, PTC, ETC, or PTTC, PTC, Therapist)
HORIZONTAL
(Financial Literacy Certificate)
VALUED ADDED
(Financial Literacy Certificate)

What are Stackable Credentials?
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The New Norm - “Lifelong Learners” is 
the new norm in today's job market.

“Lifelong Learners”

• 73% of adults consider themselves
“Lifelong Learners.”

• 80% want to learn something that
would help them make their life more interesting.

• 64% want to learn something that would allow them to help others.
• 5 Years – College-learned skills have an expected shelf life of 5 years.
• 43% of the workforce will be made up of freelance workers.
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No matter where your students are with their finances, this course will give 
students pertinent information! We won’t be able to provide specific financial 
advice, but students will get a great introduction to the basic elements of 
Financial Literacy 101, and can utilize this knowledge to improve their future 
financial success rate.

Student Benefits:
• Standout in today's job market
• Serious about personal finance

education.
• Round out individual’s skills and

make them an asset to organization. 

School Benefits:
• Increase enrollment
• Develop well rounded students
• Decrease student loan default rate
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WHAT IS THE PERCENTAGE
OF ADULTS

WITH NOTHING SAVED
FOR RETIREMENT?
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CONTACT INFORMATION

FAX:
973.582.1801 

EMAIL:
AMCA@AMCAexams.com

PHONE:
888.960.AMCA(2622) 

To learn more about offering the Financial Literacy Certificate 
Program to your students, call or email Danielle Sadighi:

Danielle@AMCAexams.com
T : 973.582.1800

To learn more about financial literacy, 
call or email John White:

T: 480.433.2392
john.white@championcollegeservices.com

mailto:AMCA@AMCAexams.com
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